GOVERNING BOARD

Victoria Baisden

.

.

Anthony LoGrande, Chair Doug Blevins, Vice Chair
Mitchell Bloch Claudia Castillo Quintana Matthew Dreger

.

.

. Paul Hugo

April 21,2020
Dear Wilton Drive Stakeholder,
During this diﬃcult <me, we want to wish you ﬁrst and foremost, good health. We also want to solicit
ideas and concepts for the revitaliza<on of our business community. We are entering a new era of
“social distancing “and “essen<al vs. non-essen<al businesses”. In our view, all of you and the 118
tenant/ businesses on Wilton Drive are essen<al to a healthy, successful and vibrant community.
We hope to create a forum to explore what the WDID can do for you during this <me, and we will ask
you to donate your <me to work together to help reinvent our city center.
Realis<cally, simple answers of reduced rents (on a long-term basis) or lower taxes are most likely not
going to be the only solu<ons. Lower rents will naturally occur if the vacancy rates climb, and taxes will
become lower as values of proper<es decrease.
We ask you to keep communica<on between the Improvement District members and our stakeholders
open, ﬂuid and posi<ve. We can’t look back, but we can only look forward and we have to be ﬂexible
during this <me of uncertainty.
Wiltondrive.org is now more relevant than ever. The launch, weekly update and content of the
website and accompanying social media sites, with approximately 2000 followers and growing, will
con<nue with messaging that is relevant to these <mes. We will con<nue to send weekly updates on
this plaSorm, which has become both a communica<on and marke<ng tool for Drive business owners,
stakeholders and consumers. Recently, I walked the Drive to speak to all of the businesses, asking how
they intend to deliver their goods and services and advising them of the relevant city rules and of the
District’s successful eﬀort to eliminate parking enforcement on Wilton Drive on a temporary basis .
As we all adapt to the “new normal,” the WDID will endeavor to create concepts that help all of the
small businesses, connec<ng events that will create synergy with all Drive businesses. I recently
aUended a zoom conference with Wilton Art to discuss ways to u<lize their crea<vity with something
ac<onable that could create new business opportuni<es.
We wish you and your tenants health both physical and economic during this diﬃcult <me. Please
communicate this to your tenants and send your ideas to alogrande@wiltonmanors.com
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