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Dear Wilton Drive Property Owners,
As you know, the Wilton Drive Improvement District (WDID) mission is to create a cleaner, safer
and more attractive Wilton Drive. I wanted to share some updates within those three main
areas of focus:
SAFETY
FDOT has had all the cobra lights refitted with LED and new heads. They still owe us a survey
to be sure there aren’t any non-illuminated areas.
I am also happy to inform you that FDOT has agreed to put in an additional cross walk at
Wilton Drive at NE 7th Ave. I will keep you informed of the actual construction timing.
MARKETING
In the last newsletter, I mentioned some marketing opportunities and I am happy to report that
a number of initiatives are coming to fruition:
The WDID website dedicated to marketing the Drive, Wiltondrive.org, eblasts and
social media platforms reach continues to grow.
Our first Auto Show was held the last weekend of August, and Manors Market has
been a Sunday staple since early September. Each event has brought new visitors to
the Drive and has contributed to new market segments discovering the new Wilton
Drive.
WDID launched the first digital marketing campaign using geo fencing to advertise to
areas that we feel can generate the most ROI. Orlando and Tampa/St. Petersburg are
the first markets being tested We are seeking business feedback on impacts, since
we hope to enter some larger markets for the high season.
Wicked Manors, with the theme “Turn Back Time”, one of our signature street events,
will be held on October 31st and Taste of the Island is November 8 . Both events will
bring more foot traﬃc and recognition to the Drive.
As you may recall, last year the WDID created a holiday decorating contest, dubbed
“Deck the Drive.” This year, the holidays will be even more festive, with new banners,
enhanced municipal holiday decorations, a new Menorah donated by local resident
Glenn Rigoﬀ , and some special experiential events to bring more vibrancy and
visitors to Wilton Drive. Would any property owners like to donate funding for a new
Kinara at Justin Flippen Park? The cost is approximately $3000.

SPECIAL NOTE: Increased density (60 residential units) and height ( six stories on much of the
Drive and eight stories at Five Points) in our Arts and Entertainment District will bring some
new development in the next 2-5 year period. It will also bring more consumers and foot
traﬃc. The City’s Economic Development Manager, Kim Allonce, is working to be sure that our
businesses are supported, should their site be part of any future redevelopment. If you are
considering a development project for your property, please reach out to Kim at
kallonce@wiltonmanors.com so that we can retain those special businesses that make Wilton
Drive unique.
BEAUTIFICATION
All the “legal paperwork” is complete and the funding approved for the installation of
the irrigation system and landscaping for the Drive. Over the next year, you will see
the result of almost a decade of work to reduce the lanes, widen our sidewalks and
plant over 60 shade trees on Wilton Drive. The next phase of the project to beautify
the Drive is to add street furniture, including trash bins, benches and bike racks. We
are working on a scope of services to encourage a branded design that reflects the
vibrancy of the Drive. Stay tuned for more, by signing up to receive all the latest
information at www.wiltondrive.org.
The Wayfinding project, which will also contribute to the beautification and branding of
Wilton Drive, is currently pending approval for county surtax funding.
Did you know that Wilton Manors has the only painted Rainbow Bridge in the state?
Already a popular “selfie” location and an exuberant entrance to Wilton Drive, both
sides reflect the brand and vibe of our community. Look for a special celebration of
this project before Taste of the Island on November 8.
Thank you to WDID board members Mitch Bloch of Island City Traders and Vicki Baisden of
Grass River Properties, who resigned in recent months to pursue other interests. We
appreciate their hard work and dedication. New board members John Zieba, co-owner of
Rosie’s, and Josie Smith-Malave, chef/owner of Bubbles and Pearls, have joined us, and we
welcome them and look forward to their guidance and fresh ideas!
Lastly, I want to let you know that Vice Chair Doug Blevins has resigned from our Board to
pursue a new business opportunity. Doug, as you know, has been a part of this board since
inception as Chair and his leadership in other organizations for over a decade has resulted in
the improvements and innovation of Wilton Drive.
Thank you for your continued support. I welcome your ideas, participation and experience to
keep Wilton Drive as a vibrant destination. Feel free to reach out to me at
alogrande@wiltonmanors.com
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