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Mayor & City Officials
City Commission
(from left to right)
Chris Caputo
Commissioner
Paul Rolli
Vice Mayor
Mike Bracchi
Commissioner

Scott Newton
Mayor
Gary Resnick
Commissioner

Leigh Ann Henderson
City Manager

We want to wish you a warm welcome as you experience the value of our parks, recreation and library
opportunities. The City of Wilton Manors is committed to diverse programming. So whether you prefer
an active experience like a workout in our fitness center or a competitive game of tennis or a more
passive activity such as a game of chess or reading a book from our public library, the Leisure Services
Department has a fun program for all age groups. We look forward to seeing you at one of our many
special events, so seize the moment and use your leisure time wisely as we continue to build the quality
City we call home.
Together we help make our community a better place to…
Live, Work, and Play!!!
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Our Mission
It is our commitment to all of our residents who use our parks, facilities, products, and services of Leisure
Services to provide the best quality experience for your benefit. We are committed to providing a safe
and clean environment with dedicated employees and partners who are qualified to provide outstanding
program delivery in leisure and educational activities, special events and many diverse services that meet
the needs of our community.
We apply accreditation standards for parks, recreation and the library. The Leisure Services team is
committed to using current recreational practices to ensure the efficiency and effectiveness of our
operations and administration. We will continue to provide well-planned, organized recreational and
library activities and events. It is our responsibility to preserve and protect the integrity of our natural
public areas and ensure they exist for our next generation and beyond.

We enhance the quality of life in Wilton Manors by uniting our community with festive, genuine,
multi-cultural and multi-generational programs, activities and events. Our common desire is to serve the
needs of our residents and display passion and commitment towards achieving our full potential.

Our Goals
•

Achieve results that maximize department efficiency and effectiveness.

•

Periodically evaluate the needs and interests of the community and continue providing quality and
sustainable programs.

•

Develop implementation strategies for high quality special events, activities and services identified in
the city-wide needs assessment.

•

Continue to provide activities and special events using appropriate facilities to ensure a festive and fun
atmosphere enjoyed by City residents.

•

Maintain public facilities and grounds in an attractive and efficient manner to meet appropriate safety
and environmental standards.

Advisory Board Members
Wilton Manors Library Advisory Board
Barbara Gail Cuthbertson, Daisy Allica, John Fiore, Terry Neely, Ruby Tucker, Marcia Grady,
Emily McCrater, Bennett Quade, Betty Winslow

Wilton Manors Recreation Advisory Board
Jose Cedeno, Lisa Theisen, Dion Westerman, Janet Yuen, Patrick Harris, Helena Hantzes,
Carl Shearer
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Message from the Director
On behalf of the City, I want to thank you for your support and
patronage utilizing parks, the library, and recreation programs, amenities
and services. As we look forward to a New Year in 2022, we hope you
had many affectionate memories during your leisure time in 2021 that
enhanced your quality of life. Please consider taking a moment to
contemplate through the past journey.
The City of Wilton Manors continued to be one of the most festive and
exciting places to live, experience the true meaning of life and embrace
the value of community. Many recreation and library activities and
special events were adapted to embrace safe experiences to use leisure
time wisely.
When we look back on the challenges we faced in 2020, we find the safe
social exchanges, which helped us reflect, overcome monumental
challenges and reconnect with our new reality. Many City parks became a safe haven during the
Covid-19 virus and beyond to help improve clarity and focus. These parks enabled the community to
enjoy festive concerts and movies in the park, field rentals, daily walking and exercise programs.
More dog permits were issued for Colohatchee Park during this time than any time in the City’s
history. The temporary pickleball courts at Hagen Park now present one of our most popular outdoor
recreation activities.
We continue on our journey together to enhance the quality of life through a wide range of fun
opportunities that promote community pride, strengthen our neighborhoods, boost our economy
and protect our environment. As you reflect through the pages ahead, we hope that you will
remember the positive and meaningful moments. We are committed to continually provide excellent
customer service; and on behalf of the Leisure Services associates, thank you again for your
patronage. We look forward to serving you each day with passion. Thank you.
Wishing you the best year ever!

Patrick L. Cann, CPRP
Leisure Services Department Director
Make a gift of your life and lift all mankind by being kind, considerate, forgiving and compassionate at all times,
in all places, and under all conditions, with everyone as well as yourself. That is the greatest gift anyone can give.

The Eye of the I - David Hawkins
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Executive Summary
The Leisure Services Department applies a management reporting system to identify and track relevant
information essential to provide effective planning, budgeting and efficient use of City resources. It also
serves as documentation and support for traditional and alternative funding. The management reporting
system includes an annual report covering the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2020 and ending September
30, 2021.
The annual report is also used as a guide to measure an effective parks, recreation and library system. In
addition to the annual report, we use a daily, monthly and quarterly reporting system, which enables us to
review areas of interest and compare data from year to year during the same time period and adapt
resources as necessary.
The six (6) major components of the report include: program attendance, revenue collection, risk
management, preventive maintenance, numbered receipts and future projects. We look forward to continue
operating sustainable programs and providing outstanding customer service dedicated to quality
leadership.

Program Attendance:
Program attendance records are essential in allocating resources efficiently and effectively. Some of the
benefits include understanding interest levels of programs, efficient scheduling, program maintenance,
planning and budgeting. Program attendance is categorized by specific programs such as contractual
classes, youth leagues, youth and adult programs, activity memberships, facility reservations, and special
events. There were 169,713 annual park and library visits compared to 480,209 in Fiscal Year 2019. The
reduced participation is due to setting new limits on various activities and child care programs because of
Covid-19 restrictions and reduced pavilion rentals at Mickel Park.

Revenue Collection:
There are 23 revenue categories that generated $352,617 in FY 2021, which was up 7.5% from $328,000 in
FY 2020. Prior to Covid-19, the department revenue was $606,447 in FY 2019. The pandemic required drastic
changes in operations in order to ensure public safety and prevent the spread of Covid-19. The program
providing the most revenue $143,029 was generated from child care programs.
Additional revenue was generated from facility rentals, $77,595, a 38.5% increase from $56,031 last Fiscal
Year. Franchise fees added $40,979; tennis courts, $22,749; advertising $16,185; dog park registration
$11,753; donations/sponsorships, $10,500; special events generated, $10,046; adult classes $7,754; fitness
center, $7,864; and library services, $1,451. Other key areas that contributed toward revenue include senior
activities, $1,616, and youth classes, $285. There are no fees for general use of the playgrounds, splash pad,
basketball courts, volleyball courts, boat ramps, most special events and recreation activities.

Alternative Funding:
The Leisure Services Department was awarded additional funding in the amount of $300,000 from
alternative sources including grants such as CDBG, Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program,
Florida League of Cities Safety Grant, and a Florida Library State grant.

Risk Management:
Safety and playground inspections are performed to ensure the safety of our leisure services patrons while
visiting our facilities, amenities and parks. The Department also tracks and monitors programs to identify
patron incidents and injuries, determines the frequency of occurrences, and implements preventive
measures as appropriate.
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Executive Summary
Preventive Maintenance:
To protect the City’s infrastructure and resources, the Department uses a daily and monthly safety and facility checklist for a preventive maintenance program. The checklist helps to identify caution areas, determines resources needed for corrective action and indicates the time frame to resolve issues. Details are
listed in monthly activity reports.

Numbered Receipts:
Tracking numbered receipts identifies the number of transactions that occur and help safeguard public
funds. The items listed included facility reservation permits, specific use permits, event permits, cash handling receipts and activity memberships. The total transactions this past Fiscal Year were 12,449.

Project Updates & Grants
Community Development Block Grant
Neighborhoods have been receiving federal funds through the Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) Program to upgrade areas by adding or improving amenities throughout a neighborhood. Past
projects have included street & sidewalk restorations, lift station upgrades, crosswalks, lighting, playground improvements, fitness stations, basketball court improvements, a shade structure, property acquisition, and new projects within Island City Park Preserve. The City is currently applying for funding to install
energy efficient lighting at Hagen Park.

Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program Grant
Local governments receive grants through the Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program. This
grant provides financial assistance for development of land for public outdoor recreation. The City applied
for this grant to repurpose Hagen Park.

(FRDAP Grant Site Plan)
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Richard C. Sullivan Public Library
The year 2021 was another challenging and frustrating year for our community and the world. The
Library was closed until June 2021 (a grand total of 450 days), leaving just three full-time staff to
fulfill 4,700 check-outs for 1,627 patrons. All of our part-time staff were reinstated three weeks
before the re-opening, which made the process run much more smoothly. In fact, our part-timers
were furloughed for a full year, yet all of them returned; some even came in to “volunteer” to both
help out and keep their skills current.
In 2020-21, a total of 3,316 patrons borrowed 14,806 items from the Library. This compares to a
total of 3,579 users in 2019-20 and 14,648 check-outs, an increase in check-outs of 1% and a small
7% decrease in borrowers.
Electronic items increased across the board with 8% more patrons (+334) and 27% more checkouts
(+16,608) for a total of 4,458 patrons checking out 78,851 e-items.
On June 7, 2021 the library fully re-opened with the masking and social-distancing requirements
mandated by the City. Masking proved less problematic in our library than in other libraries that had
re-openings at the same time – only a handful of complaints, and among those only one patron who
felt the need to leave because of the requirement to wear a mask. Both electronic and hardcopy
checkouts and computer usage have been rising since the re-opening with the library’s numbers
slowly returning to our pre-pandemic “normal.”

Curbside pickup of materials dropped after we re-opened in June. However, the library still provides
this service for patrons who feel uncomfortable entering the building or for whom this form of
delivery is more convenient. Despite this, we’ve only had one request to date. We’ve asked
multiple patrons about using the service and they have all replied that they like coming into the
library and interacting with us beyond staff
handing them a carefully sanitized bag of
books.
Library staff are pleased by the ways we’ve
continued re-connecting with our residents,
and impressed by the strength and compassion
we’ve seen in our community. We’re thrilled
that so many people have missed us and hope
to respond to that friendship with improved
services in the coming year. Thank you for your
support of the Library and of Library programs.

See you at the Library!
Mike Hesson, Interim Library Director
Please feel free to contact us at any time:

Ph.: (954) 390-2195 | Fax: (954) 566-0201
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Children’s Programs & Activities
The year 2021 saw the return of our Before and Aftercare Program at Wilton Manors Elementary
School. This program offers a wide variety of fun-filled learning activities in a nurturing environment.
Every Wednesday and Friday, the participants engage in a new and exciting special event ranging
from arts and crafts bars to kickball frenzies. All children receive homework assistance from our
licensed and trained child care professionals. Our program also includes dinner and a snack.
This year also saw the return of our Island City Specialty Camps. There still was a reduced capacity of
40 children to ensure safety with the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. However, this did not slow down
the fun! The children engaged in fun organized activities in both the arts and physical education.
There were even a couple of field trips scheduled at no extra cost to the parents as it became safer
for everyone. Pictured below, you will see the participants of our 2021 Island City Summer Camp at
the Miami Seaquarium. These programs also include lunch and a snack for all children. Our goal is
to ensure that all children remain safe, learn, have a great time, and create a lifetime of memories
while attending our child care programs.
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Environmental
The City has many natural areas ranging from mangroves to the Middle River waterway that
surrounds our island city. The City also has world-renowned bird watching, especially at Richardson
Historic Park. Leisure Services is dedicated to protecting all of our natural areas.

Island City Cultural Center
In 2021, The Woman’s Club was officially renamed the Island City Cultural Center. The Island City
Cultural Center serves the City as a recreation center, art gallery, rental facility, and a gathering place
for meetings.
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Justin Flippen Park
Jaycee Park was officially renamed Justin Flippen Park in 2021. The memorial unveiling was held on April
17, 2021. This unveiling featured many beautiful words and three uniquely-designed manatees. Manatees were named the City’s mascot during Justin Flippen’s tenure as mayor. Justin Flippen Park is a passive park that attracts many dog walkers and individuals enjoying the arts and entertainment of Wilton
Drive. The Children's Art Project is located at the southern end of the park. During the holidays, Justin
Flippen Park is home to the Annual Holiday Lighting Ceremony, featuring our giant Christmas Tree, Menorah and Kinara.
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Health and Fitness Programs
Health and fitness is a priority in the Island City; and the
Leisure Services Department is dedicated to help you live a
healthier lifestyle. We offer a variety of recreational and
competitive opportunities to help you stay fit and active.
Wilton Manors offers many outdoor recreational
opportunities that are unique to South Florida. The City is
surrounded by the North and South Forks of the Middle
River and we have five parks located along the river, which
make for a great kayaking, canoeing, or stand up paddle
boarding experience. If you have your own equipment,
feel free to use any of the five parks along the river to
launch. The Island City Fitness Center at Hagen Park
continues to provide cardio and weight training equipment
as well as opportunities to socialize with other members
from the community. In 2021, the fitness center served
over 115 members. Basketball, volleyball, and pickleball at
Hagen Park provided great opportunities for group play
throughout the week., and in 2021 we expanded from two
temporary pickleball courts to three! Mickel Park and
Wilton Manors Elementary School provide the opportunity
for our youth to learn life-long skills through baseball. The
fields also serve as practice fields for many of the adult
league softball and kickball teams in the area. Tennis at
Hagen Park continues to provide competitive play, lessons,
and recreational fun. Lessons are available through our
USTA Certified Tennis Pro, Donna Kocyba.
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City Facilities and Amenities
The City of Wilton Manors offers a wide variety of facilities and
amenities to residents of all ages and interests. Facilities in the
“Island City” are available for rent for any special occasion
including showers, weddings, birthday parties, or large events.
There are several pavilions that are available in different sizes to
suit the size of your party, most with playgrounds to entertain
and help our youth grow strong and stay healthy. The addition
of a gazebo at Richardson Historic Park has made the venue a
very popular place for wedding ceremonies. If you enjoy a
passive recreational experience, many of our parks offer a place
for quiet and peaceful relaxation time. The natural areas at
Colohatchee Park and Richardson Historic Park provide a great
place to bird watch or to step away from our busy urban lifestyle
and return back to nature.
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Special Events
With Covid-19 cases on the downward trend, many City events were able to resume in 2021 at full capacity.
The attendance at all the events was elevated from years prior showing that everyone was as excited as us
to have them back!

Halloween Spooktacular Drive Thru Event
Our Annual Halloween Spooktacular was cancelled due to inclement weather, so our Leisure Services staff
had to come up with another way to spread cheer and candy. We hosted our second Halloween
Spooktacular Drive Thru Event, where parents drove through the Hagen Park parking lot, trick or treating
from their cars. Our trick or treat booths were put together by volunteers and city staff who put in the extra
time after work to give back to our residents.

Live Music at Mickel

Movies on the Drive
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Special Events
Wilton Wonderland

Holiday Lighting Ceremony

Santa Paws
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Special Events
Wilton Manors 6th Annual Tree Giveaway
In February of 2021, the City of Wilton Manors had its sixth annual tree giveaway at Mickel Park. At least
two free trees and one shrub or ground cover were provided to each of the participating residents during
the event. The trees and plants included various varieties of native or Florida-friendly species. Prior to
receiving plants, residents were asked to visit educational stations including the National Wildlife
Federation, Waste Management, and proper planting and pruning and tree selection. The Tree Giveaway
was partially funded by a donation from Waste Management.

Art Exhibits

FLHS Drive Thru Graduation
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Special Events
City Yard Sales & Book Fairs
Our 2021 Yard Sale season was back to pre-Covid-19 capacity. The vendor spaces were sold out at
every sale! The Friends of the Library was able to resume its book fairs as well.

Woof & Wine

Veterans Day
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Special Events
Taste of the Island
The 16th annual Taste of the Island was held at Richardson Historic Park. The event was a massive
success. Over 600 people attended and sampled food from a wide variety of restaurants from Wilton
Manors and the surrounding areas!

Equality Garden Club Plant Fair
Leisure Services Department partnered with the Equality Garden Club to host a Plant Fair at Richardson
Park on November 13-14th.
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Special Events
Stonewall Street Festival and Parade
After a year of no street festivals or celebrations due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, 2021 saw the return of the Stonewall
Street Festival, Wicked Manors, and World Aids Day.

World Aids Day

Wicked Manors
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Recreation Activities

Tennis Coach Ayman, provides lessons and clinics for many of the residents in Wilton Manors at Hagen
Park. Coach Ayman is also responsible for the children’s clinics at Hagen Park on both Thursday and Friday
Evenings.
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In Memoriam
In December, the Richard C. Sullivan Public Library lost Rick Sterling, our director of 17
years. Rick was a Vietnam veteran, decorated with two Purple Hearts and a Bronze Star,
and served in the Army from 1969-1978. A native of Quincy, Massachusetts, he earned a
BA in History / English (1985 – UMass Boston), and a Master’s of Library & Information
Science (1991 – University of Rhode Island.) Rick came to Wilton Manors from Vermont
College, where he was a Technical Services Librarian, and Fall River, MA where he served
as the Assistant Library Director.
Like most of the library staff, Rick was a cat person. He adopted his first kitten, Gizmo,
from a Vanishing Species program. He rescued his second, Boomer, from living under a
dumpster at the church next door to the library.
As Library Director, Rick was tireless in promoting the library. He advocated for e-books
and digital audiobooks, job and tax assistance programs, and children’s programs. Rick
served as the liaison to the Library Advisory Board, Friends of the Library, and the Wilton
Manors Historical Society. In addition to expanding programming for all patrons and
maintaining the library’s budget, Rick was a board member of the Southeast Florida Library Information Network, a certified National Wildlife Federation Habitat Steward, and
collaborated with other Leisure Services team members to bring about Poetry Night,
Island City Jazz, and other City events. He was an annual presence at the City’s Veteran’s
Day events, the Spooktackular, and the Waterway Cleanup—where he helped man a city
barge and took on the unenviable task of pulling tv’s, shopping carts, and other large
items out of the water. Rick represented the library at various city functions throughout
the year and was a fixture at the Friends Book Sales, helping to clean up after the event.
Rick will be greatly missed.
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Parks & Amenities Location Map
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South Fork

3

4

14
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Coral Gardens Park

Coral Gardens Dr.

.37

6

Donn Eisele Park

701 NW 29th St.

.9

7

Hagen Park/Veterans Memorial 2020 Wilton Dr.

5.39

8

Island City Park Preserve

823 NE 28th St.

3.42

9

Island City Park Expansion

811 NE 28th St.

0.25

10 Justin Flippen Park

Wilton Drive / NE 21st Ct.

.46

11 M.E. DePalma Park

641 NE 20th Dr.

.10

12 Mickel Park

2675 NW 7th Ave.

4.9

13 Rachel Richardson Park

Andrews Ave. / NE 21 Ct.

.33

14 Richardson Historic Park

1937 Wilton Dr.

5.4

15 Snook Creek Boat Ramp

2249 NW 9th Ave.

.45

16 Wilton Manors Elementary

2401 NE 3rd Ave.

4.8

17 Waterways

North / South Middle River

29.7

18 Woman’s Club

600 NE 21st Court

.25

19 Entertainment Park

Wilton Dr./ Ne 6th Ave

0.002
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Volleyball Court

1975 NE 15th Ave.

Tennis Courts

Colohatchee Boat Ramp

Shelter / Pavilion

4

Restrooms

9.31

Spray Pad/ playground

1975 NE 15th Ave.

Picnic Tables / Bench

Colohatchee Park

Nature / Walking Trail

3

Fitness Center

NE 24th Ct. / NE 15th Ave. .18

Fishing Dock

Apache Pass Park

Dog Park

2

.15

Canoe / Kayak Launch

Andrews Ave. / Woods

Community Center

Andrews Avenue Extension

Boat Ramp

1

Basketball

& Facility Locations

Pickleball

Approx. Acreage

Parks

Baseball / Softball

Community

Leisure Services Employees
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Core Values
Dream Big

Imagination

Always On
Stage
Creative
Think Big

Humility

Value
Passion

Have Fun
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Special Thanks to...
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Adrienne Foland
Art Gallery 21
Arts United, Inc.
Broward County Adopt-A-Street
Broward County Animal Care
Broward County Board of County
Commissioners
Broward County Department of
Environmental Protection
Broward County Health Department
Broward County Parks & Recreation
Division
Broward County School Board
Central Area Neighborhood
Association
Children’s Services Council of
Broward County
City of Ft. Lauderdale Parks & Recreation Department
City of Lauderdale Lakes
City of Oakland Park Leisure Services
Department
City of Wilton Manors Commission &
Staff
Community Affairs Advisory Board
East Neighborhood Association
Equality Garden Club
Florida Department of Transportation
Florida Recreation & Parks
Association
Fort Lauderdale Fire Rescue
Friends of the Wilton Manors Library
Greater Fort Lauderdale Convention

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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& Visitors Bureau
Hamill Tire
Kiwanis Club of Wilton Manors
Library Advisory Board
Memorial Healthcare System
Naturescape Broward
Northeast Little League
Pride Center of South Florida
Pride of Greater Fort Lauderdale
Prosolar
Recreation Advisory Board
Rotary of Oakland Park/Wilton
Manors
Stonewall Pride, Inc.
South Florida Audubon Society
Taste of the Island Incorporated
Three Bridges Neighborhood
Association
WagPride
Westside Association of Wilton
Manors
Wilton Art
Wilton Manors Business Association
Wilton Manors Development Alliance
Wilton Manors Elementary School
Wilton Manors Entertainment Group
Wilton Manors Historical Society
Wilton Metropolitan

City of Wilton Manors

Leisure Services Department
Hagen Park
Community Center

Island City
Park Preserve

2020 Wilton Drive
954-390-2130

823 NE 28th St.
954-390-2115

Richard C. Sullivan
Public Library

Wilton Manors
Elementary / After School

500 NE 26th St.
954-390-2195

2401 NE 3rd Ave.
954-390-2194

Richardson Historic Park

Mickel Park

1937 Wilton Drive
954-630-3118

2675 NW 7th Ave.

Colohatchee Park

Snook Creek
Boat Ramp

1975 NE 15th Ave.

2249 NW 9th Ave.

Colohatchee Boat Ramp

Donn Eisele Park
701 NW 29th St.

1975 NE 15th Ave.

Justin Flippen Park
2109 Wilton Drive

Leisure Services Staff are Professional Members of...

City of Wilton Manors  Leisure Services Department  2020 Wilton Drive  Wilton Manors, FL 33305
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